Stone Golf Club

March 2017


[image: image1.emf]STONE GOLF CLUB

MEMBERS AND VISITORS ON COURSE HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION AND RISK ASSESSMENT

This document provides general health and safety information as well as identifying the main hazards and control measures for members and visitors while playing or practising golf on the course. This includes a hole by hole risk assessment, however the hazards identified are not exhaustive and all members and visitors must be aware of their responsibility for their own safety as well as the safety of others on the course, including grounds maintenance staff.

ACCIDENT/EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

In the event of an accident that requires the emergency services, playing partners should contact the emergency services on their mobile phone(s) if they have one; if not, they should inform the club house by whatever means is available to them, for staff to contact emergency services.

FIRST AID ASSISTANCE

In the event of an accident, first aid boxes are located in: The Clubhouse Kitchen and The Green-Keepers Shed adjacent to the 11th Tee. A Defibrillator is also located on the wall of the Clubhouse adjacent to the Ladies’ locker-room facing the car park. There are instructions on the cabinet containing the defibrillator detailing what to do in an emergency.

CAR PARK

The entrance to the car park is blind, therefore extreme care should be exercised when entering or leaving the car park. A speed limit of 5 MPH must be observed.

ON THE COURSE
FOOT-WEAR

All players are expected to wear golf shoes when playing. Trainers are not allowed. The type of golf shoe is up to the individual; however it is advisable to take into account the conditions under foot when considering what type of shoe to wear. For guidance, players are advised to wear metal spikes in the winter or during prolonged periods of wet conditions and/or soft spikes or dimpled shoes in the summer.

BEING STRUCK BY A GOLF BALL

All players are expected to observe correct golfing etiquette in order to minimise the risk of being struck by another player’s ball, this includes:

· Not standing any further forward than the Tee Markers in play, when players are teeing off.

· Player furthest away plays first and playing partners should not encroach in front of the player until he/she has played their shot.

· Do not play a shot if the players in front are in range.

· ALWAYS shout FORE if your ball is headed in the direction of other players in range on adjacent holes.

SLIPS, TRIPS AND FALLS

As with most golf courses, Stone Golf Course is not perfectly flat, there are undulations, slopes and trip hazards throughout the course, including holes made by burrowing animals. All players must take care while walking the course, be aware of these hazards and look where you are walking. (See individual Hole risk assessments for specific hazards).

LIGHTNING

In the event of Lightning close to the course, one long blast on the air horn will be sounded to instruct everyone to leave the course. This is a mandatory instruction and all players MUST cease playing and leave the course by the shortest, safest route.

During a competition if the horn has not been sounded but a player believes they are in danger, he/she is entitled to cease playing under R&A Rules of Golf, Rule 6-8a (ii).

Where there is insufficient time to evacuate the course (due to the suddenness of the lightning threat) the following safety precautions are to be observed:

· Do not shelter under trees or go to high ground.

· Leave your golf equipment where it is and stand away from it.

· DO NOT put an umbrella up in any circumstances.

· Keep as low as possible; ideally crouch down in the nearest bunker/hollow.

· Do not use a mobile phone – make sure it is turned off.

As the course covers a large acreage of land, the fact that the course has not been officially closed does not mean that it is necessarily safe to continue play. Players must be aware of their surroundings and the proximity of any lightning in the area; if they do not feel safe they should cease play and walk in. 

If and when it is deemed safe to resume play, two long blasts will be sounded on the air horn.

FOG

As a general rule no play will take place unless the orange disc on the oak tree adjacent to the first green is visible from the Clubhouse.

BUGGIES

The Golf Club do not hire out buggies; however there are a number of members with disabilities who have privately owned buggies that they use on the course. Buggy owners must adhere to the Buggy Policy displayed in the Club House.

FERTILISERS, INSECTICIDES & OTHER CHEMICAL TREATMENTS

A notice on the grass verge outside the men’s changing room will advise of days that chemicals have been used to treat the course. Players are reminded to heed the warnings and protect themselves by not licking either their fingers or their golf balls.

GREENS STAFF

Greens staff have priority on the course at all times, please treat them courteously and ensure that they are aware of you and have acknowledged your presence before playing any shot in their general direction.

INSURANCE

Stone Golf Club has Public Liability Insurance, however all golfers should ensure they have adequate personal insurance to cover any eventuality which may result in litigation.

PRACTISING

Practising is strictly limited to the Practice Area to the left of the 7th Tee. Practising on the course itself is forbidden.

When more than one person is on the practice ground, balls should be hit from the highest point down to the lowest point only. When retrieving balls they should not be hit back towards other players.

All players should ensure that ball retrieving is synchronised so that no one is collecting balls while other players are hitting balls in their direction.
The hazards identified in this assessment are not exhaustive and all golfers should be aware of their surroundings and take any precautions necessary to ensure their own safety and the safety of others.

Hole Nos
What are the hazards
Who might be harmed and how
Control measures
Additional Control Measures required
Action by whom
Date Action completed

All holes
Slopes around tee boxes
There are numerous slopes on the course which present a slip hazard, particularly when wet, many of these slopes are around the tee-boxes
Players should take extra care when accessing the tees; using steps where provided.




1 & 10
Being struck by a golf ball in the Patio area at the rear of clubhouse or on the 9th green
Members and visitors. Errant tee shot from 1st or 10th tees
All players are to shout FORE in the event of hitting a tee-shot in the direction of the Patio area or the 9th green.

Sign adjacent to patio warning of hazard from golf balls driven from the right.
A high net could be installed to protect the Patio area.
Management Board


1 & 10
Slip, trip hazard.
All players. Footpath to tees is worn, exposing the plastic matting, this is a trip hazard as spikes get caught on the raised plastic. The footpath to the left of the men’s 10th Tee is overgrown with grass.
Players to be mindful of the hazards and take extra care.
Repair path from the club-house to the tees and reinstate path to the left side of the 10th tee
Management Board


1 & 10
Steep slope
Fairway is on quite a steep slope, risk of buggies toppling over if turned sharply uphill.
Buggy users to be mindful of the slope and not to perform any sharp turns thereon.






Hole Nos
What are the hazards
Who might be harmed and how
Control measures
Additional Control Measures required
Action by whom
Date Action completed

2 & 11
Being struck by golf ball.
Players in the rough to the right of the fairway are in danger of being struck by balls from the 1st/10th tees.
Players teeing off on 1st or 10th are to shout FORE if their shot is hit into this area.




3, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, 16, 17. 
Ditch across the fairway
Players at risk of falling into ditch when retrieving balls. Buggy users in danger from toppling into ditch.
Players to use ball retrievers to retrieve balls. Buggy users are not to go within 3 metres of the ditch.




3 & 12
Yarnfield Lane running alongside fairway
Hazard to vehicles and their drivers of being struck by a golf ball while driving on Yarnfield Lane.
When playing shots from the fairway or teeing off on the 12th tee players should listen for approaching vehicles and wait until they have passed before striking their ball.




4 & 13
Being struck by a golf ball.
Players on the 17th tee are in danger from errant tee shots.
Signage on tee prohibiting driving off if 17th tee is occupied. Shout




4 & 13
Deep water
Players (particularly children) at risk of drowning if they were to fall into the pond on the right of the fairway.
Pond is out of bounds and balls cannot be retrieved from the pond as they cannot be seen. Life-belt provided.




5 & 14
Slip, falls
Slope from both tees down towards green, can be very slippery when wet.
Use foot-path from 5th tee. Take extra care when wet.




5 & 14
Hitting passing trains with golf balls
Railway line at rear of green, passing trains could be struck by a miss-hit shot.


Do not play towards Railway line when trains are passing.




Hole Nos
What are the hazards
Who might be harmed and how
Control measures
Additional Control Measures required
Action by whom
Date Action completed

6 & 15
Hitting passing trains with golf balls
Railway line to the right of fairway, passing trains could be struck by a miss-hit shot.
Do not tee off when trains are passing if they are within range.




6 & 15


Two deep pits
There are two deep pits, one either side of the fairway at the front of the green. These are a slip, trip and fall hazard as well as a risk to Buggy users
Players are to take extra care when entering the pits as the slopes are slippery when wet. Buggy users are not to go within 3 metres of the edges of the pits.




7 & 16
Hitting another player with a golf ball.
Players on the 8th/17th green are in danger of being struck by a ball driven from the 16th tee. 
Sign on 16th tee instructing players to not drive off if the 8th/17th green is occupied.




7 & 16
Deep pit
There is a deep pit to the left of the fairway. This is a slip, trip and fall hazard as well as a risk to Buggy users
Players are to take extra care when entering the pit, use the steps provided and do not climb down the banks. Buggy users are not to go within 3 metres of the edges of the pit.




8 & 17


Steep bank in front of green.
There is a steep bank in front of the green which is a slip, trip and fall hazard as well as a hazard to Buggy users.
Players attempting to play shots from the bank should approach the ball from the bottom of the bank. If in doubt take a penalty drop in accordance with Rule 28  (unplayable lie). Buggy users are not to go within 3 metres of the edges of the bank.




Hole Nos
What are the hazards
Who might be harmed and how
Control measures
Additional Control Measures required
Action by whom
Date Action completed

8 & 17
Being struck by a golf ball
Players on the 8th/17th green are in danger of being struck by golf balls driven from the 16th tee.
Players to be aware of other players on the 16th tee and ensure they do not drive off while they are putting out. Should those on the 17th green choose to allow those on the 16th tee to drive, they must stand well back and watch them drive.


None



9 & 18
Errant shots onto the A34
Vehicles and drivers on the A34 are at risk from errant shots from the 9th/18th tees.
Conifers line the boundary of the course adjacent to the A34 and will usually stop any ball from going onto the road.




9 & 18
Balls hitting windows of the club house and/or patio area
Members & visitors at risk from over-hit balls into the patio area or breaking the windows of the clubhouse.
Players to shout FORE if balls are struck towards the patio area. Windows are toughened glass and double glazed to prevent a ball entering the clubhouse.




Hole Nos
What are the hazards
Who might be harmed and how
Control measures
Additional Control Measures required
Action by whom
Date Action completed

All
Slips, trips and falls during winter conditions
All players are susceptible to an increased risk of slipping and/or falling during winter conditions.
All players must wear suitable golf shoes, preferably with metal spikes to reduce the risk of slipping to as low as is reasonably practicable.




1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, 17 & 18
Synthetic grass teeing ground that can become very slippery during frosty conditions
All players are at risk of slipping in icy conditions. 
Great care must be taken when using artificial teeing areas. If in doubt, do not use the mat, tee up at the side, on the grass behind the tee markers.




3, 5, 7, 12, 14, 15 & 16
Slips, trips and falls on temporary grass teeing grounds
All players are at risk of slipping and/or falling on temporary grass tees that can become very soft and muddy during prolonged wet weather.
Extra care should be taken when tee boxes become muddy. If necessary take the two club lengths allowed to tee up on dryer, firmer ground.




This Risk Assessment is subject to review at least annually or in the event of an accident or procedure/rules change that affects playing members and visitors.

Annual Review Date
Date Reviewed
Reviewed by (Name)
Comments (including reason for review)

March 2018






March 2019






March 2020






March 2021






By Order of the Management Board

14 March 2017
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